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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

With respect to claim 1, the claim language is highly indefinite. First, the claim is not 
written in the traditional format having a preamble, transitional phrase followed by a colon, and a 
claim body. The claim begins by reciting "A shelf arrangement for ovens of the type comprising 
cabinet provided with. and then goes on to recite various structure; this format makes it 
unclear what is claimed and what is recited merely as a description of the "type" of shelf 
arrangement. In other words, it is unclear whether applicant claims all of the subsequent 
structure, or claims only a shelf arrangement of that general "type." 

Various "rails" are referred to throughout the claims with interchanging terminology and 
antecedent basis problems, first introduced as "rails on which is slidingly seated...," then referred 
to as "the respective rails," then apparently introduced again as "a pair of rails," then referred to 
again as "each rail." It is unclear whether each recitation refers to the same rails, how many rails 
are claimed, and which rails are modified by various language. For instance, when claiming 
"each rail comprising a first horizontal extension...," does this limit the "rails on which is 
slidingly seated," "the respective rails," "a pair of rails," or any combination of those? All 
structure should be clearly and consistently referred to and be supported by antecedent basis. If a 
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structural element is introduced as "an elongated widget assembly," it should subsequently be 
referred to only as "the elongated widget assembly" or "said electronic widget assembly," never 
"the assembly," "said widget," "respective elongated widget assemblies," "a pair of elongated 
widget assemblies," etc. Truncated or interchanging terminology creates uncertainty as to which 
language constitutes a new component and which refers back to previously introduced 
components. See MPEP 2173.05(e). 

Both of the terms "cabinet," "front opening" and "lower door" are not only lacking proper 
antecedent basis, but have no modifying article at all. The terms "the interior" and "the oven" 
lack proper antecedent basis. 

The highly indefinite terms "it" and "its" are used throughout the claim: ". . .in which it is 
retracted. "in which it is elevated," "its operative position." The use of the word "it" lends 
confusion as to what is referred to; for instance "in which it is retracted" could refer to "cabinet," 
"lateral walls," "front opening," "the oven," or any other preceding structural element. The term 
"its operative position" could refer to the first horizontal extension, the shelf, or any other 
preceding structural element. 

Equally as indefinite is the phrase "the first one." 

The term "a second extension" is indefinite without a recitation of "a first extension." It 
is also unclear whether "a parallel loading position" is distinct from the recitation of " . . .and 
loading positions." 

Finally, examiner also notes that the first recitation of "rails" is followed by the numbers 
14 and 15 in parenthesis, yet none of the figures depict a shelf arrangement which has both 
numbers. It is unclear whether the claim is directed toward an embodiment which is not shown. 
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The remaining claims depend from claim 1 and fail to cure the problems described above, 
and are thus indefinite for at least the same reasons. This is not presented as an exhaustive 
transcription of such problems; applicant has the burden of presenting claims in the proper 
format for examination and should thoroughly check the claims for similar problems. Please 
consult the MPEP, particularly sections 608 and 2173. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shirai et al. (US 
4637,373). 

In light of the highly indefinite state of the claims, prior art cannot be applied without 
substantial speculation as to the scope of the invention. However, as tentatively understood by 
the examiner, the claims are directed toward an apparatus in which at least one shelf slides along 
various rails, and wherein the displacement of the shelf is actuated by the movement of the oven 
door. Such an apparatus is disclosed by Shirai et al. (see figs. 1-7). 

Conclusion 

5. Prior art made of record but not relied upon which is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure is included in the attached Notice of References Cited. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANDREW ST CLAIR whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3513. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steve McAllister can be reached on 571-272-6785. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Andrew St.Clair/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3749 

/Steven B. McAllister/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3749 



